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Article abstract
The aim of this article is to follow up the line of research opened in 1994 at the
Brest colloquium on proper nouns ("Sur la définition des noms propres: une
dizaine d'années après", to be published). It is not intended to "put an end" to
this question (with reference to Marc Wilmet's paper "Pour en finir avec le
nom propre"). The purpose is only to show that the difference between proper
nouns and common nouns is basically a difference of designation. This point of
view throws a new light on the interpretation of previous observations, and
brings out new properties of proper nouns, essentially on the level of
ontological definition.
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