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Article abstract
The vocabulary of classical dance, a direct descendant of the belle danse of the
seventeenth century, is in French the whole world over. It was codified
between 1660 and 1680 and made known by La Choreographie , a system of
notation of movements elaborated in 1700, making it possible to commit to
paper all of dance vocabulary. The aim of this article is to show how important
this vocabulary was in the three great dictionaries of the end of the
seventeenth century: Dictionnaire François , Dictionnaire universel , and
Dictionnaire de l'Académie , with its technical supplement by Thomas Corneille.
The study is divided into three parts. The first is an overview of the importance
given to technical vocabularies as a whole in French lexicography and with
regard to the options chosen for each of the dictionaries. The second is a
comparison of the dictionaries on two points: a) their nomenclature of dance
terms; b) the treatment of lexical material especially with regard to the
organisation of the articles, the definitions, the use of examples, quotations and
collocations. The final part shows how superior Furetière was both for the
linguist and the choreolog. The richness of his nomenclature, his recording of a
certain number of terms well before their attestations in eighteenth century
specialized works, and a complete and precise work on the definitions, all go to
making the Dictionnaire universel a primary source of inestimable quality not
only for the study of dance vocabulary but also for an accurate reconstitution
of the dances of the period.
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