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Article abstract
Dating technical terms is often carried out in the same way as for words of the
general language: by finding references in literary or non-specialized works.
One complementary method would be to identify the technique in question,
and to trace how it evolved terminologically: by first examining the historic
reality and then the terms which named it. The invention of the phonograph
provides an illustration of this sort of dating, by identifying the stages of its
discovery, by going through relevant technical and popular scientific
publications of the time, to make it possible not only to antedate dictionaries,
but also to obtain an internal consistency in the dating. The terminological
approach can thus also work in diachrony.
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