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Article abstract
This paper sets out to investigate Eugene Nida's theory of equivalent response
and to decide whether it is an achievable goal for practising translators. The
exposition commences with a survey of various important concepts in the
linguistic field. The theory of equivalent response is compared with other
approaches to the problem of obtaining translations which are both readable
and faithful to the original text. The nature of language is discussed with
reference to the similarities (shared characteristics) and dissimilarities
(idiosyncratic features). It is asserted that language is a system of dialectical
relationships which sustains translation and hinders equivalent effect at the
same time.
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