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Article abstract
To assess the post-migratory situation in continental Europe, the author
distinguishes between ethnic category and ethnic community, and between
ethnic elite and ethnic leader, and then describes the situation and theoretical
issues of the study of ethnic elites and leadership in that part of the world. A
critique of the most popular version of the thesis of the ethnicization of social
relationships is presented, along with a theoretical framework that is both
alternative and complementary. The theory highlights the relationships of
power and powerlessness formed between the polity of the host society and
ethnic communities of immigrant origin, with special attention to the status
and roles of ethnic elites and leaders in these unequal relationships. In the
third section of the article, the example of the French-speaking Belgian
community of Italian origin serves to illustrate the proposed theory.
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