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Article abstract
The film "Les Illusions tranquilles" (Quiet Illusions) relates the story of a
municipal election in a Québec village. The mayoralty contest was between a
member of the traditional local elite and the incumbent technocratic mayor.
The latter lost. This film attempts to portray a new trend in municipal politics:
the end of the technocratic era and the revival of conservative local elites.
This article summarizes a discussion held with the film director, a government
technocrat, a political scientist, a sociologist and a professor of urban studies.
The discussion centered around different interpretations not only of recent
trends in municipal politics but more generally, the evolution of social and
political forces since the Quiet Revolution of the 1960's.
Was the failure of the technocratic mayor an expression of mistrust which all
"outsiders" meet when they get involved in local politics? Or was it related to
the economic crisis which seriously compromised the ambitious, centralizing
reforms of the sixties and seventies? Perhaps this vision of a struggle between
conservative local elites and progressive state technocrats is outdated.
Government planners have learned how to work more closely with the
community and traditional elites are no longer simply bastions of reaction.
Things are perhaps not quite as hopeless as the film seems to suggest but it
seems clear that the days of sweeping social reform are over.
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