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Article abstract
The effect of scientific knowledge on the vaguely defined set of values known
as "democracy" is a matter of persistent concern. This is reflected in populist
demands for greater public participation in major policy choices. Such
demands underscore the need of political dialogue in areas formerly in the
domaine of expertise. Informed dialogue however, and meaningful negotiation
over policy choices require competence to deal with difficult technical
information—if only to prevent such choices from being masked as technical
imperatives. Scientific knowledge, like land, labour and capital, is a
resource—indeed a commodity—and the ability to manipulate and control this
resource has profound implications for the distribution of political power in
democratic societies.
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