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Article abstract
The beginning of the 20th century is generally understood to have been a time
when policies toward children changed quickly, as those based on removing
children from the family gave way to a commitment to keeping them in the
family home. Using the example of the state of Vermont, this article shows that
such an assumption underestimates the considerable weight of "old" policies
that centred on combating neglect and on institutionalisation of children from
needy families. It analyses the policy proposals of a coalition of Vermont
reformers that generated a new government agency charged with child
protection. This agency was responsible for inspecting public institutions,
supervising the placement of children, and administering allowances for needy
mothers. The article describes how a "punitive" policy for neglect took hold in
this agency, rather than one that sought to keep children with their family.
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