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Article abstract
The bond between children and parents and the child's place in a larger
kinship network are never simply the result of birth or of the intentions of
adults who identify the child as their son or daughter, whether by birth or
adoption. Creation of these relationships is a social action regulated by the law
of the group. In our societies, these laws are found in legislation, administered
and guaranteed by the state. But they are also established by cultural norms,
which individuals may bend, contest, and cause to change. These norms are
always in potential conflict with formal law. Thus, confrontations between
state power and private interests about children often turn on matters of
kinship. The practices around legal adoption in Quebec, considered in this
article, are part of this tendency. While being formal and controlled by public
institutions, in the name of the interests and protection of the child, these
practices have been greatly altered under pressure from other interests and in
the name of other values.
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