
© Lien social et Politiques, 2000 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/08/2025 4:02 a.m.

Lien social et Politiques

Enfant sujet, enfant objet? L’enfant comme enjeu des nouvelles
politiques pénales au Québec, de la seconde moitié du XIX e
siècle au début du XX e siècle
Is the Child a Subject or an Object ? The Child as the Focus of
New Policies on Criminality in Quebec, from the Second Half of
the 19th Century to the Beginning of the 20th Century
El niño como sujeto, el niño como objeto ? El niño dentro de las
nuevas políticas penales en Quebec, de la segunda mitad del
siglo XIX a principios del siglo XX
Sylvie MÉNARD and Véronique STRIMELLE

Number 44, Fall 2000

L’enfant au coeur des politiques sociales

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/005188ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/005188ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Lien social et Politiques

ISSN
1204-3206 (print)
1703-9665 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
MÉNARD, S. & STRIMELLE, V. (2000). Enfant sujet, enfant objet? L’enfant
comme enjeu des nouvelles politiques pénales au Québec, de la seconde moitié
du XIX e siècle au début du XX e siècle. Lien social et Politiques, (44), 89–99.
https://doi.org/10.7202/005188ar

Article abstract
In most western countries, the 19th century saw the emergence of policies to
protect delinquent children or those at risk. This article maps the different
stages that led Quebec to adopt its particular regime, intended first to address
delinquency and then any child judged to be "in difficulty". Writing the history
of policies towards the deviant child leads inevitably to an examination of
changing notions of childhood. By the end of the 19th century childhood had
become key to the state's strategy for exercising control over those marginal
populations that had until then escaped its discipline.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/lsp/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/005188ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/005188ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/lsp/2000-n44-lsp356/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/lsp/























