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Article abstract
This article examines ethnic and religious factors in the early history of
children's rights. It is an analysis of the activities of the Child Protection
Committee of the League of Nations, focusing on an inquiry about children
at-risk undertaken for the League between 1928 and 1933 by a French Catholic
analyst. Seven countries, including Canada, were included in the inquiry.
Ethnic and religious differences frequently underpinned the actions of
Canadians with respect to the League, and at certain moments international
tensions contributed to an exacerbation of prejudices coming from Canada. A
mapping of the international networks involved in children's policy shows
them to have been deeply divided by cultural cleavages. At the same time,
however, under certain circumstances, co-operation in accordance with
pacifist ideals did
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