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Article abstract
Among the range of public policies for children are those involving the
organisation of children's municipal councils. They are quite innovative in the
way they link the world of childhood to political space. They put children onto
the political stage, via an allegory of the game of politics, even as their
promoters all the while deny that they have any political motive and claim they
are only encouraging a more noble form of politics. This staging is at a
minimum paradoxical, but it is also effective with respect to local political
issues. The political naivete of the children protects them from criticism.
Nonetheless, despite the appearance of being a-political, the representations of
the child and the citizen that underpin these local events reveal conflicts which
are truly political, whether partisan or simply strategic. Children's place as
actors in a local political space remains limited.
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