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Article abstract
For more than a decade, there has been a general tendency, encoded in the
New York Convention, towards promoting a new place for children in the
judicial systems of signatory countries. New rights have been recognised,
including the right to speak, to be heard, to freedom of thought and association,
and to legal representation. Instead of being a passive subject, the child is now
a true rights-bearer. One might fear, however, that these notions of children's
rights eclipse a more complicated reality, as the French example of the judicial
status of minors, a regime of incapacity and protection that leaves room for
large areas of autonomy, attests. Is it really necessary to promote a pre-adult
civil status and to further break down the boundaries between being a child
and being an adult ? Moreover, among all these new rights for children, has the
time not come to pay more attention to their right to be protected ?
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