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Article abstract
Paying attention to the increasing individualisation of life's pathways, this
article explores the reasons for the fragmentation of youth as a category of
shared experience, flowing from a single socialisation process. Observed
differentiation of attitudes and behaviours among young people can be
understood as a movement toward "absolute" difference, that is an
individualisation of trajectories and biographies. This process is juxtaposed to
the effects of age, class, culture and gender. Thus, for many young people there
no longer is a unique centre to the experience, a biographical thread
guaranteeing cohesion and meaning. This perspective, informed by ways of
being and acting, leads to the conclusion that no longer is there a homogenous
youth, nor even heterogeneous sub-groups of youth. There are only young
people.
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