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Article abstract
According to theories of "late modernity", recent social and economic changes
have resulted in individuals being confronted with more risks and
uncertainties, at the same time as they confront a larger range of choices in
constructing their lives. Such a perspective can be tested and then nuanced by
studying the housing experiences of young people in Quebec, France, Spain
and Germany. In each case, albeit differently, family ties and state support for
the achievement of autonomy are important. The experience affects the
autonomous construction of identity and trajectories, mobility and access to
training, which are essential conditions for the exercise of individual choice by
young people in the current situation. This analysis suggests prudence before
incorporating theories of late modernity into studies of the transition to
adulthood.
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