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Article abstract
Using a historical and local analysis, this article seeks to understand the ways
that youth-focused actors, that is those responsible for and expert in politics,
administration and community action, organise themselves and the
consequences of this organisation for policy interventions directed towards
youth. By comparing initiatives directed toward youth since the 19lh century in
two French cities it is possible to assess the influence of established patterns of
collaboration among decision-makers, volunteers and experts on the kinds of
policies put into place. The article examines the degree of openness of spaces of
collaboration, the power relations created among the various types of
participants, the ways national policies are taken up by these public and
private actors, and the development of local responses to youth issues.
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