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Article abstract
One statement seems evident to observers of contemporary societies : more
sensitive to changes affecting the various spheres of social life, the younger
generation could try out new relations with traditional institutions, caught
between attachment to and detachment from the markers that served earlier
generations. But youth appears as a unique object only within the
"institutionalised" framework used by social workers and political actors
wishing to supervise youth practices. Therefore, the discourse on youth can not
provide an objective assessment, capable of understanding actions in their
particularities. A sociological approach to youth can not afford to not
undertake a critical assessment of the commonly used frameworks for defining
the current situation of youth.
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