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Article abstract
"What age do you mean?" Analysing the ways that youth is represented, this
article shows that this moment in the lifecycle is "an unstable social fact". This
instability is visible in the ways that social organisation, itself changing,
imposes age limits. The question thus becomes, do such boundaries serve to
replace the rites of passage that no longer exist in contemporary society? Are
these the vestiges of what certain societies, in order to identify age-based
hierarchies of life, call "age classes"? In each society, the law contributes to
structuring the moment of "youth" in the life cycle, based on lifestyle and
morals, as well as on the notion of the social bond, expressed in the manner by
which young people are integrated into society.
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