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Article abstract
This article is based on a research study that interviewed 25 young people from
an industrial region in eastern France in 1998. It seeks to analyse the social
decline of young people of working-class origin who, often in spite of
themselves, participated in the wave of school démocratisation between 1985
and 1995. Different case studies reveal their failure to pass the examinations
which were formally opened to them, their view of themselves as only
temporary workers when they find work in a factory, and a parallel social
decline in the family, because family members who attended a professional
lycée may have done better. The case studies also uncover a feeling of low
self-worth related to the return to the factory they had sought to avoid by
undertaking longer studies.
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