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Article abstract
In August 1996, with the adoption of the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act, the American system of income security was
profoundly altered. Three years later, despite the preliminary nature of the
results available and despite an unusually favourable economic context, and
beyond the fact that the number of claimants has diminished in a significant
way, there are a number of worrying tendencies with respect to patterns of
income, in a social and political context that pays little attention to social
exclusion.
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