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Article abstract
This article presents some results from a research study that analysed the
stories of 30 long-term unemployed persons over 45 years old. For such
persons, shaped by a work and wage-based society as well as family forms and
social policies associated with the welfare state, long-term unemployment is
both a failure and a betrayal. While the original "contract" promised a
legitimate retirement at the end of a life of work, loss of a stable job condemns
them to the status of welfare recipient and with a "gap" of 10 to 15 years to fill
before they reach the legitimate retirement age. More than poverty, it is the
loss of status which affects them, because it threatens their identity. Some
exhaust themselves by seeking to regain the status of worker, while others try
to create other identities beyond work.
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