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Article abstract
A comparative analysis of local programmes to provide income support for the
poor in Europe reveals the diversity and complexity of situations and local
conditions. Such variety and complexity includes a range of policy mixes and
relations among public institutions, as well as a variety of institutions of
intermediation, the Church, family, local communities and so on. It also covers
varying forms and levels of intervention by multiple actors, differing
principles, and actions by a variety of people and institutions. The challenge of
social inclusion pushes all countries to intervene more, but also to create new
relations and new equilibrium between public and bureaucratic actions and
more flexible and informal forms of societal regulation.
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