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Article abstract
Americans' loss of confidence in their institutions is linked to the decline of
social capital, that is to their trust in each other, their civic engagement and
their levels of association. Among all the factors accounting for Americans'
reduced involvement in their communities, the most important is the presence
of television in all households. This corresponds chronologically and
generationally to the fall-off in social capital. The solution to the crisis of
confidence which plagues American institutions is the invention, within civil
society, of new forms of involvement.
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