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Article abstract
In both French and English-language literatures the last decade has been one
of debate about the sociological and philosophical grounding of notions such as
community, the common good, sense of sharing, social relations, social
cohesion and citizenship. The article presents several of the arguments raised,
and reminds us that such discussions are never politically neutral. While the
terms of debate may vary in different national settings, they contribute to
governments' legitimisation of new social policies which off-load responsibility
for certain "social" problems to the private commercial sector and to
organisations of civil society.
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