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Article abstract
Despite being plentiful, criticisms of the notion of social economy coming from
those who see it as a progressive response to neo-liberalism have not been
systematically debated. Such analyses rarely take into account the reactive
nature of the project, the fact that community action may overcome obstacles
via mobilisation and learning. The examination of several cases, cited as
achievements of potential of the social economy, show that even initiatives
touted as successes rarely manage to create good jobs, remain independent of
the state, and democratise work. The article concludes that those who promote
the social economy as a dynamic project need to theorise the state better and to
mobilise community groups to counter its power.
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