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Article abstract
In the West, development of the first policies for dealing with abandoned
children and juvenile delinquency shows certain general characteristics that
transcend States and countries. Without minimizing the particular nature of
the development of national policies in this area, one cannot fail to note that a
series of remarkably similar issues are found in each case. One can thus
discern a common rhythm to these reforms, a rhythm marked by a series of
significant shifts both in the way children are viewed and in the strategies for
caring for them. But beyond a certain developmental syn-chronicity, a series of
common questions emerge mat concern the boundaries of the penal and
charitable approaches and those of the private and public realms in the
implementation of the policies.
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