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Article abstract
In a context of economic restructuring, questioning of the welfare state,
growing social exclusion and an increase in collective action at the local level,
it seems an opportune time to consider the role of the neighbourhood in
fostering individual and collective links. After defining the notion of the
neighbourhood, we examine this space in relation to individual practices and
social links. We then discuss the territorial reference point for collective action
that the neighbourhood represents, and how collective action has encouraged
two aspects of the socio-spatial link : proximity and identity. We conclude by
pointing out the discrepancy that would seem to exist between the
neighbourhood as an informal, subjective space for the daily practices of
individuals, and the neighbourhood as a more formal, objective site for
collective action.
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