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Article abstract
This text studies relations between individuals and groups in volunteer
organizations working at the local level. Through their activities, these
organizations typically challenge the traditional dimensions of collective action
: a breaking with traditional ties, independence from institutions, individually
motivated action, and reflexive involvement. In these organizations, one can
see two paradoxical processes at work : on the one hand, a personal
involvement associated with a redefinition of identity ; on the other, a more
anonymous involvement developed in the name of a public cause. This dual
perspective of "personalization" and "publicization" encourages us to focus on
public recognition of each individual rather than on collective identity.
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