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Article abstract
As a minority, Afro-Americans are at the heart of the debate on identity in
America ; this is due to the incommensurable and irreducible nature of their
historical, social, economic and political experience in American society. To
observers of the American scene, they represent, as a study population, the
ideal-type of a minority in that they possess virtually all the characteristics that
define a minority in American society (their demographic size, their social
condition, their distinct history, their demands addressed to the majority...)
and one specific and determining factor that distinguishes them from all other
populations : the "racial difference." The Afro-American question is thus
irreducible on two levels, i.e. both internally and externally.
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