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Article abstract
As long as most human behaviour was analyzed with respect to characteristics
possessed by the individual but defined outside the individual, the question of
links and ties between human beings was resolved by studying the objective
and depersonalized mechanisms of social functioning and social reproduction.
In societies in the late modern age, a pervasive process of individ-ualization is
requiring sociology to more directly and more specifically deal with the
question of social links. Until recently, sociology had developed as the science
of the individual under constraint, but current sociohistorical changes are
inducing it to define a new focus of investigation, which we may term the
relation without constraints. Sociologists thus seem to be opening up to a new
area of study which they had long left to philosophers : the question of
freedom.
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