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Article abstract
This article looks at the different meanings given to the notion of community in
the literature focussing on community competence in the sphere of aging. It
questions the scope and significance of this notion with regard to the
sociological reality of the elderly in the community, based on an ongoing study
on aging in two local communities. By viewing the community as an open
system, we can situate the various categories of individual, organizational and
community actors in relation to certain issues. The place of the elderly or the
role they are assigned in different dimensions of the community dynamics
suggests possibilities for mobilization, participation, intervention and action.
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