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Article abstract
This article examines the rise in the standard of living of the elderly in Canada
over the past fifteen years. The social representation of people aged 65 and
over and the conclusions drawn from a number of research studies have
categorized the elderly as an economically privileged group. Analysis of their
standard of living, including their most significant nonmonetary resources,
tends to confirm this image of relative privilege. And yet situations of
vulnerability and very marked inequality continue to exist within this quite
heterogeneous group. The new conditions for the transition to retirement and
the increasingly chequered careers of new cohorts of older workers are other
factors that seem to make their situation more precarious. The article
concludes by pinpointing certain social policy issues arising from this analysis.
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