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Article abstract
This article explores relations and exchanges among three generations using
data from a national survey of members of three generations in France
belonging to approximately 2000 multigenerational family lines. Two main
types of exchange are discussed: help with housing and financial gifts. These
data show a link between, on the one hand, coresidence practices among
young people and their parents and, on the other, those among the elderly and
their adult children. They also show the extent and significance of economic
transfers between generations, which primarily benefit the young. The
"circuit" of private intergenerational economic assistance flows in an opposite
direction from the circuit of public transfers set up by retirement programs.
This generates circular mechanisms which contribute to economic and social
regulation and show that, far from replacing family support systems, public
support systems complement and sustain the latter.
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