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Article abstract
When used by men, parental leave encourages fathers' early involvement with
their children. In theory at least, the use of parental leave may represent an
indicator of, and an impetus to, changes fostering greater gender equality. This
article presents some of the findings of a study on the use of parental leave,
involving 416 women and 315 men who did use the leave, and 332 spouses of
both sexes who did not take advantage of this measure. After showing that use
of the leave by men is marginal, the author tries to pinpoint possible reasons
for underuse of the leave and to identify the obstacles encountered by fathers
entitled to such leave. She also shows that use of parental leave by men is not
indicative of a radical change in gender-related attitudes and behaviours,
although users were less "traditional" in some respects than non-users.
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