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Article abstract
The process of European integration, the globalization of economic exchanges
and intensified reforms in national social welfare systems have triggered the
production of a growing number of comparative analyses of welfare states. The
author summarizes some of the recent stages in this reflection on the future of
national social welfare systems. He shows how, in barely a decade, we have
gone from a debate on the types of welfare state, marked by controversies on
the type of variables to be considered and on the number of such typical
regimes, to a reflection on the evolution of these social welfare systems, i.e. to
an analysis of the changes the various regimes have undergone, prompting
questioning on whether they are becoming more and more similar or are in
the process of being dismantled.
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