
© Lien social et Politiques, 1997 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 07/11/2025 12:16 a.m.

Lien social et Politiques

L’insémination artificielle avec donneur : le père par défaut
Artificial Insemination by Donor: Fathers by Default
La inseminación artificial con donador : el padre alternativo
Catherine Des Rivières-Pigeon and Francine Ouellet

Number 37, Spring 1997

Politiques du père

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/005088ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/005088ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Lien social et Politiques

ISSN
1204-3206 (print)
1703-9665 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Des Rivières-Pigeon, C. & Ouellet, F. (1997). L’insémination artificielle avec
donneur : le père par défaut. Lien social et Politiques, (37), 43–52.
https://doi.org/10.7202/005088ar

Article abstract
Who is the father of a child conceived via artificial insemination by donor? The
social father has the rights and responsibilities of a father, but the donor
retains the characteristics that have traditionally defined fatherhood. This
article examines the individual and social reality of fatherhood by donor
insemination (DI) through a qualitative analysis of the comments of parents by
DI and the remarks of professionals interested in this reproductive technology.
This reality is based on secrets, since from both a social and individual
viewpoint, concealing those elements that differentiate fatherhood by DI from
traditional fatherhood would seem necessary for fathers by DI to be recognized
as full-fledged fathers rather than fathers "by default."
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