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Article abstract
To better grasp the problem of the historical diversity and the rootedness of
family policies in their cultural context, this article compares the situation of
Germany before and after the 1989 reunification. This particular example is
presented as a sort of socio-historical laboratory for measuring how political
issues have influenced the development of means of socio-political regulation
of the family and to refute non-historical comparisons of "welfare cultures"
based on pseudoscientific cross-cultural stereotypes. This specific national case
can simultaneously help to foster critical reflection on the new Europe and
related social and political issues.
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