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Article abstract
The Vichy government assigned distinct social roles to each sex: women had to
(re)assume their maternal function in the home and look after their children,
and men had to provide for their family's needs. But from 1940 to 1944, the
social reality was continually pitted against the official emphasis on the values
of work, family and nation, marked by a growing gap between discourse and
reality. Family policy was then inspired by the "family code" developed just
prior to the war, under the Third Republic. But a common thread in Vichy
policy was to place greater stress on strengthening the institution of the family
than on protecting individuals. This was the rationale underlying highly
repressive measures to counter social practices imperiling the family. Despite a
certain continuity in family structures after the war, Vichy's family philosophy
radically differed from that of the Republic in providing a sort of natural
legitimacy for conservatism and lack of social change.
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