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Article abstract
Understanding the family living environment and its consideration by the
school environment represents a major issue which is all the more important
in that schools on Réunion Island are being abruptly transformed within a
rapidly changing society. This overseas French department is characterized by
the telescoping of a model derived from Creole tradition and an
externally-generated model, imported from France. It is in such a context that
perceptions on schooling are being developed, examined here on two levels.
The first looks at parental frames of reference stemming from the experience
of traditional schools and catechism. The second underscores the separate
spheres of the school and the kartié (neighbourhood), where contrasting forms
of communication and distinct images of parental roles confront one another.
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