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Article abstract
The immediate political history of compulsory education in mid-1940s Quebec
gives the impression of a sudden burst of democratic activity and opening up
of elite milieux in the name of parents' rights, workers' rights, universal
human rights and women's rights. In fact, however, the law seems to have
ensured the maintenance of market structures and strengthened the power of
political leaders by legally enshrining "the universal right of children to
education" in a limited form, in regard to the broad wartime trends appealing
for justice. In the long term, these years of remarkably intense political activity
left a lasting imprint, on the one hand in the form of a sizeable growth in the
public administration bureaucracy that would enable the status of each child
to be monitored. On the other hand, alongside the quantitative trend of a rising
school enrolment rate, the notion of the universal rights of children, however
ambiguous, would spark qualitative changes in family responsibilities, school
policies, and more specifically for our purposes here, in relations between
families and the school. In this climate of increased state intervention, parents
and children found new material and political means of personal
emancipation, as they simultaneously had to face nit-picking and, in extreme
cases, interfering, intrusive and destructive civil servants.
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