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Article abstract
The notion of exclusion is generally used as a catch-all to cover a wide variety
of situations. It places the primary focus on extreme situations of individuals
and groups outside the sphere of regulated social exchange. It thus presents
pitfalls for both sociological reflection and political action. In terms of
reflection, it leads to a failure to consider the processes which, beyond these
situations, foster exclusion: the precarity of work relationships, the fragility of
social relationships, etc. In terms of political action, it mainly results in
assistance and réintégration practices which, although essential in
deteriorated situations, should not prevent us from combatting the causes of
the destabilization of a wage-based society.
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