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Article abstract
The author describes how life histories play a growing part in public action.
Indeed, to grasp the realities of long-term unemployment, decision-makers and
analysts are now frequently asked to look at personal experiences and
individual cases instead of statistical data on groups and populations.
Individual life histories appear to have a decisive role to play in poverty
situations, and income support measures such as the RMI (revenu minimum
d'insertion) probably herald a new form of social policy that is helping to
develop a transversal approach to poverty rather than a narrow focus on such
populations.
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