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Article abstract
Analysis of the slow formation of the French model of the welfare state shows
successive movements and adjustments between different levels and
territories. At the end of the Revolution and for almost a century, local
initiatives dominated a system of social actions which has still not stabilized.
Subsequently, under the 3rd Republic, there was both confirmation of the
territorial parameters, in particular through public assistance, and the
emergence of the first national legislation on social welfare which imposed the
initial transfer from territory to sector. After the First World War, sectorial
interests tended to take the lead, although nationalization and the general
dissemination of the social welfare system through social insurance and later
social security did not abolish local issues and adjustments.
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