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Article abstract
Managing social insecurity lies at the heart of the activities of the modern
welfare state. There is not one welfare state, but several welfare states. This
article tries to explain the existence of varying paths in the construction of the
welfare state between 1930 and 1975. Two types of approach are examined. On
one hand, a sociocentric approach which represents the social question as the
organizational crux of the welfare state. Thus, the central problem of social
insecurity associated with the generalization of the wage-earning class is
examined. On the other hand, there is the politico-institutional approach which
places power and 'governmentality' at the heart of the processes heralding the
welfare state. This second approach, favoured by the author, places politics at
the centre in the development of social welfare states.
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