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Article abstract
The emergence of a systematic policy of assistance for the underprivileged at
the municipal level has hardly been documented in Quebec. This article gives a
brief analysis of the phenomenon in Montreal at the turn of the century. The
objective is to show how the conception of assistance implemented in the 19th
century, and the place given to cities in that regard, gradually became outdated
by the very scope of poverty in urban settings. However, the assistance policy
established contains some limitations which make it less a precursor of the
welfare state than a hybrid form of public charity which reached its apogee
with the 1921 Quebec Public Charities Act.
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