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Article abstract
In expressing the new perceptions of the state in France as of the 1880s,
confessional organizations had their word to add in spite of the gradual
emergence of a secular world. In particular, French Catholics took a strong
stand on state intervention in social areas, developing both political concepts
and specific forms of action. Initial opposition between hard-liners fighting the
welfare state and Catholic reformers supporting the republican reforms was
followed by growing endorsement after the First World War which became
widespread in the form of social welfare on state lines. However, the activities
of Catholics remained preponderant in terms of social assistance and charity.
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