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Article abstract
The crisis of the welfare state has produced a new social management model
wherein the community is asked to play a major part. The article analyzes the
contemporary roles and significances of the community in social policies and
social movements, linking them to global, national and local approaches as
well as to existential and instrumental strategies. The community as a solution
to the problem of exclusion is distinct from the community as a form of social
link. The latter option does not however guarantee integration into the larger
society, but merely facilitates access to employment in the community action
sector, which is itself marginalized.
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