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Article abstract
This article focuses on "non-professional" support practices for children in
single-parent families, through pairing a volunteer adult with a child. The aim
of such pairings is to compensate for a missing parent-child relationship by
providing a "social parent" whose competence is recognized and legitimized by
a charitable organization. This informal practice (being a friend to the child) is
structured through the development and implementation of rules and values
that define parenthood, by drawing on professional knowledge and prevailing
ideologies and social practices. This process is analyzed by examining two
activities carried out by the Quebec Big Brothers and Big Sisters association:
assessment of candidates and pairing.
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