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Article abstract
This article offers a novel analysis of the role of the community sector in
Quebec. Based on an assessment of a new social practice, that of community
economic development and Montreal community economic development
corporations, we examine the successes and limitations of an intervention
strategy that highlights the need for socialization of the market and
democratization of government. Our evaluation underscores the ambivalent
results achieved by this form of intervention. We observe both its adherence to
the central social trend of redefining the social contract and its difficulty in
overcoming the odds imposed by the major forces represented by the market
and the public sphere.
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