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avant 1910, tant ces dernières sont sous-
énumérées dans les recensements. Le 
phénomène, maintes fois signalé par les 
historiennes, est ici pleinement mis au 
jour, les données des recensements nomi-
natifs du xixe siècle offrant un contraste 
frappant avec les déclarations de la com-
pagnie. Ainsi, en 1870, aucune femme 
n’est identifiée comme ouvrière à la E.B. 
Eddy dans les listes nominatives, alors 
que la compagnie affirme en embaucher 
80;  même situation dix ans plus tard alors 
que le recensement dénombre seulement 
22 ouvrières pendant que la compagnie 
prétend en employer 180 (17). Le croise-
ment des sources aura donc permis à 
Durocher de bien montrer leurs lim-
ites en ce qui concerne le travail salarié 
féminin. Plus généralement, toutefois, les 
recensements et autres sources utilisées 
auront surtout contribué à confirmer le 
portrait de l’ouvrière canadienne-fran-
çaise relativement jeune et très majori-
tairement célibataire, travaillant en 
compagnie de membres de sa famille et 
contribuant à l’économie familiale par 
un salaire généralement faible. Pour sa 
part, le rappel de leur syndicalisation 
et du déroulement des grèves qu’elles 
ont menées apporte quelques précisions 
sur les événements et les actrices de ces 
conflits de travail, tout en poursuivant 
l’investigation jusqu’à la cessation des 
activités syndicales et manufacturières, 
mais sans modifier de manière significa-
tive le portrait d’ensemble déjà connu. 

L’ouvrage de Durocher trouvera cer-
tainement son public, notamment les 
spécialistes de l’histoire de la famille et 
de l’histoire ouvrière de même que ceux 
et celles qui s’intéressent à l’histoire de 
Hull dont l’héritage industriel n’a pas 
été suffisamment exploré. De leur côté, 
les chapitres consacrés à la question de 
l’emploi du phosphore blanc et de son 
interdiction au Canada seront sans doute 
utiles aux chercheurs et chercheuses qui 
se penchent sur l’histoire des maladies et 

lésions professionnelles et sur l’évolution 
des lois industrielles, notamment des 
lois concernant les accidents du travail. 
Ces deux chapitres s’intègrent toutefois 
assez difficilement au propos du livre 
centré sur les ouvrières qui, contraire-
ment à ce qui s’est produit en Europe, ne 
travaillaient pas en contact direct avec 
le phosphore blanc puisqu’elles se con-
sacraient uniquement à la mise en boîte 
des allumettes et non à leur fabrication. 
L’ouvrage montre bien que quelques-
unes d’entre elles ont tout de même été 
gravement affectées par cette substance. 
Mais le nombre de cas demeure élusif et 
ne nécessitait pas une mise en contexte 
aussi approfondie, d’autant que celle-ci 
vient interrompre l’étude du groupe de 
travailleuses. À ce problème de structure 
s’ajoute aussi un problème de rédaction, 
le livre étant parsemé de passages boit-
eux, de phrases empruntant la forme 
passive et parfois incompréhensibles. Au 
point où on se demande si un véritable 
travail de révision de texte a été fait par 
la maison d’édition. Enfin, signalons un 
problème avec les dates de recensements, 
ceux-ci n’ayant pas été réalisés en 1870, 
1880, ou 1890, etc., mais bien en 1871, 
1881, 1891… On notera également que 
contrairement à ce qu’annonce le titre du 
tableau 1.2, seules les années 1870 et 1880 
(sic) sont considérées, l’année 1890 (sic) 
n’y figurant pas, une autre erreur qu’une 
lecture attentive aurait permis d’éviter. 

Denyse Baillargeon
Université de Montréal 

Adam J. Barker, Making and 
Breaking Settler Space: Five 
Centuries of Colonization in North 
America (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2021)

Adam Barker’s Making and Breaking 
Settler Space is a wide-ranging analy-
sis of settler colonialism that seeks to 
awaken settlers to the realization that 
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decolonization starts with the relation-
ships they forge with other people and 
places, both Indigenous and non-Indige-
nous, and that being a good decolonizer 
means being a “bad settler.” Building on 
Unsettling the Settler Within (2011) by 
Paulette Regan, whom the author iden-
tifies as a friend and mentor, as well as 
other works in the growing field of set-
tler colonial studies, Barker’s monograph 
examines historical and contemporary 
processes of place-making in northern 
North America to “expose the ways that 
space, power, and identity are produced 
in these settler colonial societies … and 
ultimately dismantle the settler colonial 
assemblage.” (5) The goal is to disrupt not 
only settlers’ complicity in ongoing set-
tler colonial processes but to “shift the 
locus of settler colonial power away from 
governments, corporations, or even per-
sistent systems of social hierarchy and la-
bour and toward the biopower generated 
by settler people living ordinary lives.” 
(222) To succeed, decolonization, Barker 
argues, must be an effective process of so-
cial transformation at the individual and 
community level whereby settlers “radi-
cally remake who we are” and embrace an 
ethic of failure (250). The book’s methods 
and structure reflect this approach to de-
colonization. Each chapter begins with a 
personal anecdote or story from the au-
thor’s life that personalizes its content 
and grounds theoretical analyses of the 
embodied practices of making settler 
colonial spaces into relatable, even mun-
dane, experiences. Following a lengthy 
introductory chapter that familiarizes 
readers with key theories and concepts, 
including social movement theory, low 
theory, the settler colonial assemblage, 
autoethnography, and more, Chapters 
1 and 2 revisit the history of European 
imperialism in North America to iden-
tify the geographies of settler colonialism 
and patterns of spatial production that 
justified the claiming and transformation 

of Indigenous lands, the displacement 
and erasure of Indigenous presence, and 
the validation of imagined settler pres-
ence, authority, identity, and belonging. 
Although the content is not novel, the 
perspective Barker takes illuminates el-
ements of settler colonialism that may 
not be obvious in studies of historical ge-
ography that focus primarily on territo-
rial expansion and other mostly material 
consequences of colonialism. Reflecting 
on settler colonialism through the lens of 
spatial production reveals how immate-
rial and ultimately fragile settler claims 
to sovereignty in the “northern bloc” are.

The subsequent two chapters shift 
Barker’s analysis of the spatialities of 
settler colonialism from the past to the 
near present. Chapter 3 discusses the 
connections between settler colonial-
ism, capitalism, and the state and how 
they have contributed to place-making 
historically and today in the form of set-
tlements, cities, suburbs, and other con-
tested spaces, while chapter four explores 
social movements, such as the Occupy 
movement and Idle No More, and the 
tensions within and among them. These 
discussions illuminate the complexities 
of settler colonial society today, separate 
from but intertwined with other systems 
of power and oppression that structure 
North American society and elicit di-
verse expressions of activism and resis-
tance, many of which are not decolonial 
despite claims to the contrary. Here, 
Barker highlights flaws in decolonization 
movements that either fail to listen to 
Indigenous peoples themselves or fail to 
disentangle themselves from the benefits 
and privileges they, like settler people, 
embody and perpetuate, consciously or 
otherwise.

Chapter 5 is the most original and pro-
vocative. Reflecting on the author’s own 
shortcomings and missteps as an activ-
ist and ally, Barker outlines an “efficacy 
of failure” in which the settler “accepts 
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responsibility for our own inabilities to 
escape dominant settler colonial norms, 
and resolves to fail better” (208; emphasis 
in the original). This, for Barker, is what 
it means to be a “bad settler.” (209) If be-
ing a “good settler” involves upholding, 
overtly or passively, the settler colonial 
order and ongoing land theft, racializa-
tion, discrimination, and erasure, then 
the bad settler ideal is inherently sub-
versive, a model of decolonization that 
embraces failure as a form of progress. 
Quoting Jack Halberstam, author of The 
Queer Art of Failure (2011), Barker argues 
that “there is something powerful in be-
ing wrong, in losing, in failing … all our 
failures combined might just be enough, 
if we practice them well, to bring down 
the winner.” (208) The concluding chap-
ter applies this insight to decolonization 
more broadly as a site of individual and 
collective transformations and affective 
relationships. “If some settlers choose to 
attempt to ‘become decolonizing,’ then 
settler society,” Barker suggests, “is also 
unwittingly, contestedly, perhaps mi-
nutely, and maybe even futilely, pushed 
toward becoming decolonizing … I may 
have to accept my own colonial nature, 
but settler society must also deal with my 
decolonizing trajectory.” (220)

Overall, Making and Breaking Settler 
Space makes a significant contribution to 
settler colonial studies, Canadian stud-
ies, social geography, and related fields. 
Although settler colonialism at times ap-
pears to be more monolithic and linear 
than the author intends, which perhaps 
is unavoidable in a study that seeks to 
analyze five centuries of history across 
almost an entire continent, Barker argues 
persuasively that these processes and the 
spatialities and identities they produce 
are just the opposite: messy, dynamic, and 
paradoxical. This analysis adds nuance 
and depth to existing interpretations of 
Canadian and American history and his-
torical geography, while the book’s use of 

autoethnography and emphasis on affec-
tive, unsettling engagements make what 
is otherwise rather dense subject matter 
more accessible to undergraduate stu-
dents and non-academic audiences. Most 
importantly, this book succeeds in fail-
ing to live up to the settler colonial ideal, 
making it “bad” settler scholarship in the 
very best way.

Liam Haggarty
Vancouver Island University

Daniel J. Keyes and Luís L.M. Aguiar, 
eds., White Space: Race, Privilege, and 
Cultural Economies of the Okanagan 
Valley (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2021)

White Space is a timely contribution to 
the study of whiteness in Canada. Editors 
Daniel J. Keyes and Luís L.M. Aguiar 
have brought together twelve essays 
that reflect critically on what whiteness 
means (as an identity, mode of domina-
tion, and affect) and how it has been pro-
duced and reproduced in the Okanagan 
Valley on unceded Syilx territory. While 
whiteness and the relationship between 
race and place have been well-studied 
in Canada, White Space is distinct for 
its localized approach. It attends to how 
the unique “rural-urban” makeup of the 
Okanagan, a place popular for its leisure 
and tourism economies, informs the in-
tersections of race, class, and colonial-
ism. Embracing a regional framework, 
the collection pushes its readers to not 
only critique whiteness generally but also 
to consider how it operates in everyday 
life (in labour, education, housing, com-
memoration, journalism, and tourism) 
within the Okanagan specifically. By tak-
ing this place-based approach, the book 
offers readers an accessible, relevant, and 
necessary reflection on white supremacy 
in the region.

The book is structured in two parts with 
essays from sociologists, geographers, 
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